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San Antonio, Texas

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics 1

Ø San Antonio Population: 1,144,646 (2000 Census)
Ø San Antonio Race/Ethnicity: 70.3% white; 7.1% black/African American; 0.9%

American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.6% Asian; 0.1% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific
Islander; 20% other race; 3.8% two or more races; 60.9% Hispanic/Latino (of any
race)

Ø San Antonio is located in Bexar County
Ø Bexar County Population: 1,392,931 (2000 Census)

Politics
Ø Mayor: Ed Garza 2

Ø City Council (Districts 1-10, respectively): Bobby Perez, John Sanders, Antoinette
Moorhouse, Enrique Martin, David Garcia, Enrique Barrera, Julian Castro, Bonnie
Conner, Carroll Schubert, David Carpenter3

Ø City Manager: Terry Brechtel4

Ø Chief of Police: Albert Ortiz5

Programs/Initiatives
Ø High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)6

Designated in 1990, the South Texas Partnership of the Southwest Border HIDTA is
responsible for more than 23,000 square miles covering 14 counties including Bexar
County. The South Texas Partnership is one of the five partnerships comprising the
Southwest Border HIDTA. Goals of this partnership include the reduction of regional
drug trafficking, money laundering activities, drug-related crime, drug availability,
drug-related public corruption, and an increase in the identification and prosecution of
drug trafficking organization (DTO) leaders.

Ø San Antonio Weed and Seed7

This site was one of the original areas awarded the Weed and Seed grant in 1992. The
area had an above average level of crime in most categories, and had long been the
focus of special programs to improve the safety and livability for the residents.

Ø Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantee awarded funding by ONDCP in
conjunction with the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
(OJJDP):8

• FY 1998 $100,000 was awarded to the San Antonio Fighting Back, United Way
of San Antonio and Bexar County, San Antonio, Texas. Targeting two high
schools in east and southeast San Antonio, this community coalition works to
reduce illegal drug use by 10 percent among high school and 5 percent among
middle school youth. The coalition also supports efforts to reduce drug-related
crime by 10 percent in youth and adults.
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime
Ø According to preliminary estimates for January through September 2001, 57.7% of

adult male arrestees in San Antonio tested positive for drug use at arrest. Of these
arrestees, 41.6% tested positive for marijuana, 31.3% for cocaine, 8.5% for opiates,
2.6% for methamphetamine, and 0.1% for PCP. 22.9% of the arrestees tested positive
for multiple substances.9

Ø During 2000, 55% of adult male arrestees tested positive for drugs at arrest. 40%
tested positive for marijuana, 21% tested positive for cocaine, 14% tested positive for
opiates, and 0% tested positive for methamphetamine.10

Ø In 1999, 49.5% of the San Antonio adult male arrestees who were tested for drugs at
arrest tested positive. 30.9% of the female arrestees tested positive for drugs at
arrest.11

Percent of Adult Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, San Antonio, 1999

Offense
Cocaine

M           F
Marijuana
M            F

Methamph.
M           F

Any Drug
M            F

Violent 22.6 8.0 27.8 12.0 0.9 0.0 45.2 12.0
Property 24.0 15.3 39.5 17.7 3.9 0.8 58.1 29.0
Drug 31.7 42.1 71.2 42.1 2.9 5.3 81.7 68.4
  Drug sales 50.0 -- 75.0 -- 25.0 -- 100.0 --
  Drug possession 31.0 42.1 71.0 42.1 2.0 5.3 81.0 68.4
Prostitution 25.0 33.3 25.0 33.3 0.0 0.0 25.0 66.7
Other offense 20.4 21.6 32.3 13.1 1.6 1.5 45.0 32.2
Totals 22.5 18.7 35.6 15.6 1.8 1.4 49.5 30.9

Ø During 2000, there were 11,604 burglaries known to police in San Antonio.12

Number of Offenses Known to Law Enforcement, San Antonio, 1998-2000
Offense 1998 1999 2000
Homicide 89 96 85
Sexual assault 734 599 456
Robbery 1,780 1,674 1,699
Aggravated assault 2,366 3,971 5,668
Burglary 11,984 10,944 11,604
Larceny 53,301 53,898 60,952
Motor vehicle theft 7,154 5,595 5,858
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Ø From January 1 to March 31, 2002, there were 22,142 offenses known to the police in
San Antonio.13

Number of Offenses Known to Police, San Antonio, Jan.-March 2001 and 2002

Offense
Jan 1-March 31

2001
Jan 1-March 31

2002
Percent
change

Homicide 20 32 60%
Sexual assault/rape 113 102 -9.7%
Robbery 442 491 11.1%
Aggravated assault 1512 1601 5.9%
Burglary 2962 3094 4.5%
Larceny 15,273 15,495 1.5%
Motor vehicle theft 1,375 1,327 -3.5%
Total 21,697 22,142 2.1%

Ø In 2000, there were 3,559 arrests for drug possession in Bexar County. This is 3.6%
of the total arrests in Bexar County during 2000.14

Substance-Related Arrests, Bexar County, 1999-2000

Arrest Category
1999

     #              %
2000

     #               %
DWI 4,544 4.6 4,630 4.7
Liquor law violation 438 0.4 618 0.6
Public intoxication 6,666 6.7 7,558 7.7
Trafficking – all drugs 2,775 2.8 2,670 2.7
Possession – all drugs 3,501 3.5 3,559 3.6
Trafficking – marijuana 77 NA 72 NA
Possession – marijuana 3,194 NA 3,255 NA
All drug offenses 6,276 6.3 6,229 6.3
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Juveniles
Ø In 1999, 56.1% of San Antonio juvenile male detainees who were tested for drugs at

arrest, tested positive. 24.8% of the juvenile female detainees tested positive.15

Percent of Juvenile Detainees Testing Positive for Drugs, San Antonio, 1999

Offense
Cocaine

M           F
Marijuana
M            F

Methamph.
M           F

Any Drug
M            F

Violent 0.0 3.6 30.0 14.3 0.0 0.0 33.3 14.3
Property 7.2 7.0 46.4 27.9 1.4 0.0 46.4 27.9
Drug 11.1 0.0 68.5 37.5 0.0 0.0 74.1 37.5
  Drug sales 50.0 -- 100.0 -- 0.0 -- 100.0 --
  Drug possession 9.6 0.0 67.3 37.5 0.0 0.0 73.1 37.5
Other offense 7.5 9.7 57.5 25.8 0.0 0.0 61.3 29.0
All others 13.6 4.2 59.1 20.8 0.0 0.0 63.6 20.8
Total 7.0 6.4 53.1 23.9 0.4 0.0 56.1 24.8

Enforcement
Ø In 2001, there were 1,958 sworn officers and 569 civilians working for the San

Antonio Police Department.16

Ø South Texas HIDTA San Antonio Initiative17

The purpose of this initiative is to manage the San Antonio metropolitan area’s four
multi-agency joint task forces. These task forces measurably reduce the illicit drug
importation, transportation, and related monetary gains for internationally associated
and nationally tied DTO in the area. Intelligence, investigative and interdiction efforts
have reduced DTO within the region by nearly 10%.

Trafficking and Seizures 18

Ø The drug trafficking organizations (DTO) in the region support the illegal importation
and distribution of international and national DTO supplied illicit drugs. Drug origins
are primarily Mexico, Central and South America. Major drugs seized include
methamphetamine, heroin, ecstasy, cocaine, and marijuana.

Ø Drug volume seizures in 1999 grew more than 105 percent from 1998. South Texas
assets and US currency seized during 1999 totaled more than $20 million dollars, an
increase of 77.3 percent from 1998.

Courts
Ø As of January 2002, there was one drug court being planned in San Antonio.19

Ø In Southern Texas during FY 2000, there were 3,752 Federal defendants, 46.8% of
which were charged with a drug offense. The most common drugs involved were
marijuana (62.2%), powder cocaine (21.8%), crack cocaine (9.1%), heroin (3.9%),
methamphetamine (1.6%), and other (1.5%).20
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Consequences of Use
Ø During 2000, there were 242 drug-related deaths reported to the Drug Abuse Warning

Network from medical examiners in San Antonio. There were a total of 716 drug
mentions reported in these deaths.21

Drug Mentions by Medical Examiners, San Antonio, 1999-2000
1999 2000

Alcohol in combination 91 109
Cocaine 110 126
Heroin/morphine 77 90
Marijuana 7 2
Amphetamines 5 4
Methamphetamine 4 9
Drug Deaths 241 242
Drug mentions 659 716

Ø In 1999, there were 59 drug-related motor vehicle accidents in Bexar County that
resulted in injuries.22

Number of Drug-Related Motor Vehicle Accidents, Bexar Co., 1997-1999
1997 1998 1999

Total injury accidents 47 42 59
Fatal injury accidents 0 2 2
Non-fatal injury accidents 47 40 57
Non-fatal injuries 78 65 99
Fatal injuries 0 3 2

Treatment 23

Ø In 2001, there were 755 adult admissions to treatment for heroin in Bexar County.

Number of Adult Admissions to Treatment, by Drug Type, Bexar Co., 1999-2001
Drug Type 1999 2000 2001
Alcohol 733 787 909
Amphetamines 75 116 115
Cocaine 317 354 293
Crack 292 304 344
Downers 13 14 18
Heroin 844 777 755
Inhalants 5 -- 8
Marijuana/hashish 174 160 173
Other drugs -- 5 6
Other opiates 42 31 45
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Ø There were 88 juveniles admitted to treatment for marijuana/hashish in Bexar County
in 2001.

Number of Juvenile Admissions to Treatment, by Drug Type, Bexar Co., 1999-2001
Drug Type 1999 2000 2001
Alcohol 12 7 8
Cocaine 16 4 10
Heroin 29 22 13
Inhalants 4 -- --
Marijuana/hashish 124 98 88
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